
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Law 

Applicant Study Pack  



Welcome to the Clarendon Sixth Form Law department! 

 

 

       Whether you want to work in law or not, this 

program is designed to give you the skills and knowledge which will further a variety of careers 

or just enable to deal with everyday life situations, from returning those defective shoes to 

negotiating the best deal for a mobile phone. 

Law is a high content, high expectation course, for this you require a strong commitment to 

learning, to be highly motivated and structured. 

Clarendon as a college promotes high aspirations for its students and with that have high 

expectations, the law department expects more! 

 

 

 

 

 



The Course 
This is a full time study programme for which you will sit an exam for each of the 3 units: 

 

- The legal system and criminal law 

 

- Law making and the law of tort 

 

- Further Law 

 

The results for each paper are combined and aggregated by the exam board and will result in one 

overall grade. 

You will learn through a variety of teaching methods which will aim to meet the needs of each 

individual and accommodate different learning styles for example, case studies, assessments, group 

work, practical work, projects, extended writing and interactive activities. 

A Level in Law content focuses on the English legal system and areas of both private and public law 

within the law of England and Wales. You will be required to show knowledge and understanding of 

the nature of law and the English legal system. This will provide you with the foundation for the study 

of both private and public law. The specification will develop your understanding of legal methods and 

reasoning through the study of statutory interpretation and judicial precedent. You will also be 

introduced to the concept of legal liability through the study of criminal law and the law of tort. 

Legal liability will enable you to develop and apply the techniques of legal methods and reasoning to 

analyse and offer answers to legal problems, based on legal rules and principles and develop the ability 

to construct and communicate legal arguments by reference to appropriate legal authorities.  

This program will also develop your knowledge of law through advanced study of an additional legal 

subject – human rights law or the law of contract. You will develop your critical awareness of the law 

through the study of the nature of law. 

The English legal system and the nature of law is split into three sections: 

 

●  Component 01 Section A: the legal system 

 

●  Component 02 Section A: law making 

 

●  Component 03: Section A: the nature of law 

Skills such as research, application analyses and evaluation are a must and as such in order to prepare 

you for your studies at Clarendon a variety of tasks follow which designed to be completed before term 

starts. These are also a bit of fun and will provide you with a solid basis for your future law studies with 

us. 



 

Read through the following information and attempt the tasks. 

 

Need to know: 

 Law and rules: the difference between legal rules and principles and other rules and norms of 

behaviour 

 The connections between law, morality and justice 

 The differences between civil and criminal law 

 An overview of the development of English Law: custom, common law, equity, statute law 

 An overview of the legal traditions of the world 

 The rule of law: definition and importance 

 

 

Introduction 

When asked ‘What is law?’ most people will answer with an example, and it will usually be a crime 

such as murder. Law is so much wider than just the criminal law. It has a role in almost every (if not all) 

aspect of society. Many laws have their origins in tradition, customs and morals based on religion. 

Legal systems across the world share certain legal principles and procedures. 

 

Law and rules: the difference between legal rules and principles and other rules and norms of 

behaviour 

 

Key terms: 

A rule specifies certain conduct (how you act) or procedure e.g. ‘you must wear school uniform’ is a 

rule (conduct) or ‘if you are absent from school your parent must write a note’ (procedure). 

A principle is the underlying reason we have the rule. Why does your school have a uniform? Why do 

your parents need authorise your absence? 

Legal rules tell us what we can and cannot do, but they also create rights. 

Task 1: Introduction to law 



Legal principles are the reasons we have the law e.g. why do we have a speed limit on the roads? 

A norm is a customary way to behave. It doesn’t always need a rule to go with it as it is an accepted 

way to act in a particular situation. Society creates norms through socialisation e.g. family values, peer 

pressure, schooling. For example, if you went for a job interview you would dress smart, shake hands 

with the interviewer, make eye contact when they speak to you and you definitely wouldn’t swear. 

 

The differences between civil and criminal law 

Classifying the different types of law can become complicated. A simple way to categorise the law in to 

two main areas is to distinguish between criminal law and civil law. 

The difference between Criminal and Civil Law: 

 

 

 Criminal Law Civil Law 

Public or private?   

Which courts?   

The defendant is…?   

The outcome of the case is…?   

If responsible, the defendant 

is…? 

  



 

Examples:   

Burden of proof   

Standard of proof   

Cases are written:   

Example of a case:   

 

 

An overview of the development of English Law: custom, common law, equity, statute law 

 

Key terms: 

Customary law – accepted practices that become part of a society’s laws through established rules. 

Common law – is a system of judges making laws that are ‘common’ to all (Note: the term ‘common 

law’ is also used in another context to describe a type of legal system). 

Equity – is a way of deciding legal disputes based on fairness rather than following the strict letter of 

the common law. It was historically used in the Chancery Court where the Lord Chancellor would 

preside. Equity is often referred to when dealing with the law of trusts. 



Statute law – these are laws made by parliament. The history of statutory law included the 

establishment of an English Parliament (1265), the split with Scotland (Acts of Union 1707), 

membership of the EU (1973) and further devolution of power to Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales 

(the Northern Ireland Act 1998; Scotland Act 1998; and the Government of Wales Act 1998). 

The term ‘English Legal System’ refers to the laws and procedures in England and Wales (Scotland and 

Ireland have a different legal system although there are overlaps). Here are some of the key dates in 

English law: 

1066 

English common law was established after England became one kingdom and replaced the existing 

customary and Roman law. After the Norman invasion of 1066, Norman kings used judges to spread 

the ‘king’s law’ to replace any remaining Anglo-Saxon laws. The ‘king’s law’ became known as ‘common 

law’. Important landmarks in legal history include the signing of the Magna Carta 1215. Before 1215 

there were three main ways to decide a case: 

1) Trial by ordeal – this was either by water or by fire. The accused was dunked in a pool and if 

innocent they would sink and the guilty would float. Trial by fire required the accused to carry 

a hot poker. Their hand would be bandaged and then checked after three days. If the wound 

was clean, the defendant was innocent. Both of these practices were stopped by the Church 

in 1215. 

2) Trial by oath – the accused would swear on their word that they were not guilty. The courts 

would often require witnesses (oath-helpers) to give character references. 

3) Trial by battle – the accused had a full day to fight the other party in a dispute until they gave 

in. Land disputes could be settled using a ‘champion’ hired by the land owner to fight on their 

behalf. This method of solving a dispute officially ended in 1818. 

1215 

In 1215 the Magna Carta limited the powers of the King by stating that no person was above the law. It 

also included certain rights and liberties that had previously been denied. 

1265 

In 1265 the first parliaments were held in England and Ireland. 16th Century 

The British Empire was first established in the 16th century and included the Americas and the West 

Indies. This empire came to an end after the American Revolution ended in 1783. During the 19th 

century the second empire was established and included large parts of Africa and India. These 

countries were decolonised in 1949 when British rule was lifted however, 53 member states kept their 

connection with the UK and are known as the Commonwealth and 16 of these countries have kept the 

Queen as their head of state. The Commonwealth countries can also use the English courts as a final 

place to appeal. These cases are heard by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council who sit in the UK 

Supreme Court. Decisions made by the Privy Council are not binding on English law but they are 

persuasive. You will notice that many of these countries use the same or a very similar legal system to 

the English common law system. 



1670 

The use of juries and magistrates started to increase and the concept of ‘jury equity’ was established in 

Bushell’s Case 1670. 

1707 

Acts of Union 1707 united the separate parliaments of England and Scotland. From then on, the English 

parliament passed laws for Scotland. Some of the power was devolved back to Scotland in 1998 in the 

Scotland Act. 

1935 

In 1935 the landmark case of Woolmington v DPP established the ‘presumption of innocence’ so that a 

person accused of a crime was ‘innocent until proven guilty’. 

1953 

In 1953 the UK signed the European Convention on Human Right. This international treaty protects the 

rights and freedoms of citizens in Europe. It also established the European Court of Human Rights 

where citizens can challenge decisions made in their home countries when they feel a breach of human 

rights has occurred. 

1965 

In 1965 the death penalty was abolished for murder. The law was changed by a backbench Labour MP 

called Sydney Silverman. He convinced parliament to pass the Murder Act 1965 after a number of high-

profile miscarriages of justice and increasing public support for its abolition. 

1973 

In 1973 the UK joined the European Union. This organisation allows for the free movement of goods, 

services and people. Many of the UK’s employment laws have come from the European Union e.g. 

minimum wage and working time directives. 

1998 

In 1998 the Human Rights Act pass passed. This Act includes important rights and freedoms such as the 

right to a fair trial and freedom of association. All English law passed after 1998 must not contradict 

the Human Rights Act. 

 

An overview of the legal traditions of the world 

The legal systems of the world fall into five main categories: common law legal systems, civil law legal 

systems, religious law systems, customary law systems and mixed law systems. 

Many countries have adopted the English common law legal system e.g. USA and many other English-

speaking countries such as Australia, New Zealand, Canada and other commonwealth countries. 

Substantive laws and procedures are similar in these countries so it can be quite straightforward for an 

English lawyer to re-qualify and practise in another common law country. 



The other main type of legal system is known as civil law legal system and is based on French law, the 

Napoleonic Code, Roman law and other European systems such as Nordic and Germanic. The countries 

who use a civil law legal system include most of mainland Europe and South America. 

 

Main differences between Common Law Legal Systems and Civil Law Legal Systems: 

 

Features Common Law Legal System Civil Law Legal System 

Source of law Case Law and Customs. Statutes and Codes. 

Criminal Trials Adversarial – the two opposing 

sides of defence and 

prosecution. 

Inquisitorial – the court 

investigates the facts of the case 

to find the truth. 

Civil Trials Discovery – both parties are 

allowed to request evidence 

from each other before the trial 

starts. 

Discovery of information is 

limited. 

Evidence Formal rules that make some 

evidence inadmissible. 

No rules of evidence – all 

evidence is used in a case. 

Role of judge Active role in making the law. Passive role in a court case. 

 



Discuss the differences between Common Law Legal Systems and Civil Law Legal 

Systems: 



 

 

The rule of law: definition and importance 

As per Lord Steyn: 

‘Unless there is the clearest provision to the contrary, parliament must be presumed not to legislate contrary 

to the rule of law. And the rule of law enforces the minimum standards of fairness, both substantive and 

procedural.’ 

R v Secretary of State for the Home Department, ex parte Pierson (1998) AC539, 591. 

The most quoted work on the rule of law was written by Professor Dicey in An Introduction to the Study of 

the Law of the Constitution 1885. Dicey identified three important factors which make up the concept 

known as the rule of law: 

1. No punishment without law – this links to the legal principle of habeas corpus which states that a 

person cannot be detained without the authorisation of a court. The Habeas Corpus Amendment 

Act 1679 was passed to stop King Charles II sending prisoners to countries who didn’t have the 

habeas corpus rule so that he could detain people without charge. A similar thing occurred at 

Guantanamo Bay 2001- 2009 where suspected terrorist were held without charge. 

2. No man is above the law – this provides a safeguard to prevent dictatorship and arbitrary power. 

The rule of law applies to all, regardless of class or wealth and includes the King/Queen (as stated 

chapters 39 and 40 of the Magna Carta 1215). 

 

The Bill of Rights 1689 contained rules that William of Orange was required to sign before he became king. 

3. Judicial decisions of the courts protect the rights of citizens – Dicey thought that judge-made law 

was the fairest system. The Act of Settlement 1701 protects the tenure of judges and ensures their 

independence from pressure when deciding cases. 

The rule of law has its origins in ancient Greece with the writings of Plato and Aristotle. In 

Plato ‘The Laws’ he said: 

‘Where the law is subject to some other authority and has none of its own, the collapse of the state, in my 

view, is not far off; but if law is the master of the government and the government is its slave, then the 

situation is full of promise and men enjoy all the blessings that the gods shower on a state.’ 

According to Aristotle ‘Politics Book III’: 

‘And the rule of law, it is argued, is preferable to that of any individual.’ 

The rule of law features heavily in other legal systems too. The Constitution of the United States of America 

states that congress is not the supreme law-maker as the constitution remains supreme. Article V of the 

American Bill of Rights 1791 refers to the ‘due process of law’. The French Declaration of the Rights of Man 

and the Citizen 1789 also refers to important features of the rule of law. 

An important case regarding the rule of law in Entick v Carrington (1765): 

Facts: On the orders of Lord Halifax, four of the King’s messengers broke into the house of author John 

Entick looking for any writings that were anti-monarchy. The messengers caused £2000 worth of damage to 

Entick’s possessions and property. He claimed that the messengers were trespassers and had no legal 



 

 

authority to enter his house without his permission. The messengers argued that they had permission to 

search the house from Lord Halifax. 

Held: There was no common law or statute that allowed the messengers to enter Entick’s house. The state 

(meaning the kings messengers and Lord Halifax) were not authorised to enter the house by any law. Entick 

won his case. The messengers were trespassing. 

This case relates to the rule of law in that the state can only do what the law allows them to do. This limits 

the power of the state and also means that no one is above the law. 

 

All of these concepts, principles and important historical rules have led to what we today call the English 

legal system. 

Discuss the importance of the Rule of Law: 



 

 

 

The rule on Double Jeopardy 

Watch: Catching Britain’s Killers: The Crimes that Changed Us (Episode 2) on BBC iPlayer  

Warning: there are details which may be upsetting. 

1. What issue was raised by the case of Donald Hume? 

 

2. What were the facts of the case of Julie Hogg? 

 

3. What evidence was there that Dunlop may have been responsible for it? 

 

4. What did the jury decide at the trial and what impact did this have? 

 

5. What was the aim of the double jeopardy law? 

 

6. What impact did the Stephen Lawrence report (McPherson Inquiry) have on double 

jeopardy? 

 

7. What further charges did Billy Dunlop face and what was the evidence to support them? 

What sentence did he receive? 

 

8. How does this case illustrate lobbying by both individuals and MPs/Peers? 

 

9. What are the criteria for double jeopardy to be set aside? 

 

Other episodes are available and very interesting. Try them for yourself! 

 

 



 

 

 

You Be the Judge 

Task: go to: ybtj.justice.gov.uk/. You will need sound as you are going to work through two cases, completing 

the questions below as you go. Below is the task on Burglary (we will study this offence as well as sentencing 

options during the course) 

 

Defendant One: Alexander Jackson 

 

What did he do?  

 

What was the plea? 

 

Which court was it heard in and why? 

 

Who determines sentencing for the defendant? 

 

 

 

Will the fact that the victims were at home at the time of the break-in affect your 

sentence? 

Relevant information from the police officer: Relevant information from the Victim: 

  

Yes Not sure No 

http://ybtj.justice.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

Do you think the fact that an item of sentimental value was taken is significant? 

 

 

 

 

Mitigating Factors Aggravating factors 

  

 

Would a genuine commitment from Alex to come off drugs affect your sentence? 

 

 

 

Judge’s response: 

Yes Not sure No 

Judge’s response: 

Yes Not sure No 

Judge’s response: 

What other circumstances might be relevant in sentencing: 



 

 

Sentence choices: 

1. Prison: 2.5 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community ) 

2. Prison: 3.5 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community ) 

3. Prison: 4.5 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community ) 

4. Prison: 6 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community ) 

 

I would choose option  because… 

He was actually given option  because… 

What is the purpose of sentencing Alex? Link to the aims of sentencing – which do you think was 

uppermost in the judge’s mind 

Now choose another and have a go yourself.  

 

Answer the questions in the format as above.  

 

How did you do? 



 

 

 

Task4: Legal films and documentaries  
 

 

Other interesting watches. 

Title Origin Link (if available) 

Responsible Child iPlayer (BBC) https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cff1/responsible-

child 

The Case of Sally 

Challen 

iPlayer (BBC) https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000c65v/the-case-

of-sally-challen 

To Kill a Burglar YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BemcOAg53eM 

Making a murderer Netflix https://www.netflix.com/title/80000770 

When they see us Netflix https://www.netflix.com/watch/80200549?source=35 

Title Origin Link (if available) 

Catching Britain’s 

Killers 

iPlayer (BBC) https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009dz2/catching- 

britains-killers-the-crimes-that-changed-us-series-1-2- double-

jeopardy 

The Briefs YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWTcg8Ye6fI 

HARDtalk 

interview with Lady 

Hale 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1VozJR_jC8&t=414s 

The Bar YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6d78ROXCPgI 

The Trial: Murder 

in the Family 

All4 https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-trial-a- murder-

in-the-family 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cff1/responsible-child
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cff1/responsible-child
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000c65v/the-case-of-sally-challen
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000c65v/the-case-of-sally-challen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BemcOAg53eM
https://www.netflix.com/title/80000770
https://www.netflix.com/watch/80200549?source=35
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009dz2/catching-britains-killers-the-crimes-that-changed-us-series-1-2-double-jeopardy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009dz2/catching-britains-killers-the-crimes-that-changed-us-series-1-2-double-jeopardy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009dz2/catching-britains-killers-the-crimes-that-changed-us-series-1-2-double-jeopardy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009dz2/catching-britains-killers-the-crimes-that-changed-us-series-1-2-double-jeopardy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWTcg8Ye6fI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1VozJR_jC8&t=414s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6d78ROXCPgI
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-trial-a-murder-in-the-family
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-trial-a-murder-in-the-family
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-trial-a-murder-in-the-family


 

 

 

Call to action Visit our website – www.clarendon.ac.uk for more information 
 
Attend our New Students Day.  

 

Join us for enrolment in August. Letters will be sent to all applicants at 
the end of July with more details.  

 

http://www.clarendon.ac.uk/

